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When *Clara Campoamor was growing up in Spain at the end of the nineteenth
century, women did not have many of the basic rights that men had. They could not vote
in elections and they received much lower pay for similar work. Married women were
under their husbands' control — for example, a married woman was not allowed to open
a business, own a house, or change her address without the agreement of her husband. It
was also extremely difficult for a woman to end her marriage by getting a divorce from
her husband.

Many people believed that women were only supposed to get married, have
children, and spend most of their time at home. This was not an unusual situation for
women around the world at this time. So, when Campoamor was born in Madrid in 1888,
it was expected that she would follow this same path. However, when Campoamor was
only ten years old, her father died suddenly, leaving her mother to be the main earner for
her young family. At the age of thirteen, Campoamor had to leave school in order to help
her mother. This involved long hours of sewing and making clothes to earn money. She
was left to read and study alone, disappointed that she could no longer be at school with
her friends.

Although she had left education early, Campoamor was very intelligent and
hard-working, and her natural abilities and careful planning helped her to become
successful in her working life. From the age of twenty, she worked in government jobs in
different parts of Spain, and in 1914, at the age of twenty-five, she came top in a special
government exam. This allowed her to return home to Madrid as a teacher of secretaries
in a government school for adults.

During this time, Campoamor frequently had more than one job, and one of
these extra jobs came at an important moment in her life. After her return to Madrid,
Campoamor found a job as a reporter on the newspaper La Tribuna. It was there that
she became very interested in politics and women's rights, and she started to dream
of equality for women in Spain. Soon, she was meeting other women from across the
country who all wanted one thing — to change the lives of Spanish women by getting
equality for women in all parts of the law and getting the right to vote. But how could

they achieve this?



Becoming a lawyer was going to be a long journey for Campoamor, who had not
completed her early education and was not from a rich family who could help her. But she
worked hard at evening classes to get the education that she needed. Sometimes, she had
to do extra jobs to pay for the classes, too, but in only four years, she got a degree. Then she
went to law school, and finally became a lawyer in 1924. She began to work, and in 1928
she became the first woman lawyer to appear in front of the most important judges in the
country. It was an extraordinary achievement and the result of years of careful hard work,
proving how determined she was to make a difference to the lives of other women in Spain.

In 1931, at the age of forty-three, she became one of only three women *deputies
in the Spanish Parliament. On the 1* of October 1931, Campoamor famously spoke to
the Spanish Parliament. She was the first woman ever to speak there, and before she
began, she looked at all the other deputies around her — there were 470 men and only
one other woman. She looked down for a moment at the carefully prepared words in front
of her, then she began to speak loudly and clearly about the desperate need for Spanish
women to have the right to vote.

When Campoamor had finished speaking, many of the other deputies did not
show their agreement or thank her. Instead, they said that women were not serious
or responsible enough to have the right to vote. Even some men from her own political
party agreed with these terrible ideas. But when the final moment came for the deputies
to vote on this important question, the results were very clear. 188 deputies chose not to
vote at all, 121 deputies voted against women having the vote, but most importantly, 161
deputies voted for women's right to vote!

Clara Campoamor had won the vote for women in her country. Of course, other
people had played an important part in this moment too, but Campoamor's determined
and endless work, as well as the unforgettable way that she spoke to the Spanish
Parliament, had had a very decisive effect. On the 19™ of November 1933, Campoamor
finally achieved her dream when there were national elections to decide who would lead
the country. In towns, cities, and villages across Spain, women stood in long queues,
proudly waiting to vote for the first time. In many places, there were more women than
men, with over six million women voting for the very first time.

As both a lawyer and a government deputy, Clara Campoamor made a truly
important difference to women in her country. From early in her adult life, this very
intelligent woman knew that she needed to spend many years studying, training, and

working before she could help others. But she did not stop, always taking carefully



planned steps towards equality for women, until she achieved her biggest goal. > In

helping to win the right to vote for women in Spain, Campoamor changed the lives of

Spanish people and politics forever.

Adapted from “Women Who Made a Difference” 2024
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A. What was one of the main rights that women in Spain did not have when Clara

Campoamor was young?

.

The right to marry
The right to receive an education

The right to vote in elections

W b=

The right to work in government jobs

B. Why did Clara Campoamor have to leave school at the age of 13?

1. Her family wanted her to get married.
2. She chose to pursue a career in law.
3. She needed to help her mother earn money after her father's death.

4. She was ill and could not attend school.

C. Which job did Clara Campoamor take in Madrid after passing a government exam

in 19147

1. Government representative in the parliament
2. Lawyer in a private law firm

3. Newspaper editor

4. Teacher of secretaries in a government school



D. What inspired Clara Campoamor to become involved in politics and women's

rights?

1. Her experiences as a government teacher
2. Her job as a reporter at La Tribuna
3. Her studies in law school

4. The support of her family

E. Clara Campoamor made history as the first female lawyer to appear in front of the

most important judges in Spain in the year ( ).

1920
1924
1928

e

.

1931

F. How many deputies voted for women's right to vote after Clara Campoamor's

speech in the parliament?

121
161
188

o=

470

G. What was the significance of the national elections in Spain on November 19, 1933?

1. Clara Campoamor was elected to the parliament.
2. Tt was the first time women could participate in political debates.
3. Women could run for the parliament for the first time.

4. Women voted for the first time in national elections.



How did Clara Campoamor's determination impact Spanish society and women's

rights?

1. She established a political party that successfully led to gender equality in Spain.
2. She helped women secure the right to vote, significantly changing Spanish society.
3. She organized public demonstrations that led to political change.

4. She wrote influential books that inspired the Spanish government.
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Server (. A )

Customer : Yes, I'd like a cheese pizza and a Coke, please.

Server  : Would you like a soup or salad to go with that?

Customer:( B )

Server ! Then you should get the special. For $12, you can get a pizza, drink, and
soup or salad.

Customer: (€ ) Please give me the special, with a salad.

Server :( D )

Customer : Thanks very much.

Server (. E )

Quoted from “Reading Links 2" 2024

A salad sounds good.

Are you ready to order?
How are you feeling today?
I'm in the mood for dessert.
I'm sorry to hear that.

Sure thing.

That's a good deal.

That's too bad.

© ® NS gk w b

That's too expensive.

e
e

You're welcome.
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Today, many people travel ( A ) one country to another easily, but long-
distance travel used to be very challenging. But even though it was difficult hundreds of
years ago, there were always people ( B ) wanted to discover new places. *Explorers
used to travel by land and sea on trips that often took many years, and the result was an
exchange of knowledge and culture that changed the world. *Marco Polo (1254-1324) was
one of these great explorers. We do not know exactly when or where Polo was born, but he
lived in *Venice and *Genoa, in what is now Italy. In 1271, (  C ) he was about 17, he
set off on a trip with his father and uncle. They left Italy and traveled east — ( D )
beyond the borders of Europe, into Asia. Marco's father was a merchant searching for
opportunities for trade with China. They traveled first by ship, then by horse and camel,
through many countries. Everything was very different: they saw amazing places and
learned new things. In China, for example, they were ( E ) to see *paper money,
eyeglasses, the compass, and silk making. Marco Polo returned to Italy 24 years later
with lots of experiences to share. But he only became famous after his book, *7The

Description of the World, was published. The book inspired other world travelers centuries

later.
Adapted from “World English 2" 2019
explorer(s) MK Marco Polo <N« F—a (fF)TDOREN, KITR)
Venice NXAF7, N=Z Genoa Yx/7, Yz /)N
paper money H&HE The Description of the World [ 5TJ5 FL%%]

A. 1. at 2. for 3. from 4. in

B. 1. what 2. which 3. who 4. whose

C. 1. after 2. before 3. though 4. when

D. 1. above 2. close 3. far 4. short

E. 1. surprise 2. surprised 3. surprising 4. surprisingly
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A. Please let us know straight away if any trouble occurs.

1. calmly 2. immediately 3. later 4. slowly

B. My cousin came to visit me out of the blue.

1. unbelievably 2. unexpectedly 3. unhappily 4. unkindly

C. Can you figure out this riddle?

1. create 2. design 3. make 4. solve

D. Where did you pick up your excellent Japanese?

1. catch 2. learn 3. show 4. teach

E. She told me to go over the data again.

1. examine 2. exchange 3. exhaust 4. experience
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A. My friend has quite a ( ) books on history.

1. few 2. little 3. many 4. much
B. I( ) this book very interesting.

1. appeared 2. found 3. noticed 4. saw

C. T'll never forget ( ) that kind lady.

1. meet 2. meeting 3. meets 4. met
D. Sheis, ( ) to speak, a walking dictionary.
1. another 2. as 3. so 4. with

E. ( ) of them liked onions.

1. No 2. Nobody 3. None 4. Not
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A, B0 BTG E o 72 AEA RV,
Your information ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) us.

1. is 2. no 3. of 4. to 5. value

B. HLix&bDOTIINIET =AM,
She is as ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) lived.

1. a 2. as 3. ever 4. great 5. pianist

C. ThIEOREBIEZLES > THOHEETIE RV,

It is ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) that this is his masterpiece.

1. much 2. not 3. say 4. to 5. too

D. ROKMNIEFEIZR 2203 ) THFIZFHA 7,
My friend studied hard ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) a dentist.

1. a 2. becoming 3. to 4. view 5. with

E. BiWaBHET THIEL & 9 b
Would ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) your luggage up to your room?

1. like 2. me 3. take 4. to 5. you






